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1. ELIG activities 

2009 AGM: 22nd – 23rd September, 2009 in Lausanne. 

We live in unprecedented times which along with the challenges also offer opportunities – if we can 
identify them. The knowledge and learning industry needs to explore and better understand the big 
issues it faces in seeking to make the step changes that will enable it to realise those opportunities. The 
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back in order to establish a more comprehensive perspective on the challenges we are currently facing 
and it is intended that the event will be highly interactive allowing for the full participation of delegates. 

The AGM, to be held at the IMD Campus in Lausanne, Switzerland, will start with an ELIG Executive 
Committee Meeting before members arrive for an informal lunch on 22nd September. The AGM will 
then be formally opened and will include a number of sessions including a report from the Secretary 
General, an indication of future directions from the ELIG Chair, details of activity undertaken by the PPG 
and the results of the ELIG Knowledge & Learning Industry Survey (due to take place shortly). In addition 
members will be invited to participate in facilitated, round table interactive discussions on a range of 
topics related to the overall AGM theme, including: 

• The need to develop an interdisciplinary approach; a renaissance model  - the possible 
development of an ELIG innovation stream 

• the crisis as an opportunity through stimulus packages 
• leveraging of group/collaborative learning 
• driving more value out of e-learning; the compelling stories that would bring doubters on board 
• the optimisation of learning; making learning more efficient 
• simplicity and transparency of learning as an antidote to the perceived complexity of e-learning 
• technology trends 

Further opportunities for interaction between ELIG members will be through the networking dinner on 
the evening if the 22nd September. The AGM closes at mid-day on 23rd September with an informal 
lunch whilst Public Policy Group members will continue into a session during the afternoon of 23rd 
September.  Alternatively, during the afternoon of 23rd September, members are invited to visit the 
innovative EPFL Rolex Learning Center (http://learningcenter.epfl.ch/page29889.html), currently under 
construction close to IMD, where ELIG member, Pierre Dillenbourg, will provide a tour of the facilities 
and a demonstration of the interactive furniture objects the Centre has been developing.  

The final agenda for the ELIG AGM will be published at the end of July 2009. 
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Actions: A booking form is sent along with this newsletter – please return to Linda Vidal, as indicated, 
as soon as possible. All necessary details are on the form but if you have any questions please contact 
Linda Vidal (linda.vidal@fr.ibm.com).  

In addition, special rates have been negotiated with two local Hotels and an Accommodation Booking 
Form is also attached. This should to be submitted to the Hotel of your choice before 20th July, 2009 in 
order to ensure the ELIG special rates are applied. 

Online Educa Berlin – ELIG Pre-Conference Seminar: advance notice 

ELIG will be hosting an exclusive Online Educa Pre-Conference event, open to both ELIG members as 
well as a wider audience of specially invited participants. The focus of the ELIG OEB Seminar, to be held 
on December 1st, 2009 (please put it in your diaries) will be ��		����
�	��	�����	��������������
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coming months and a full outline will be available at the ELIG AGM in September. We anticipate up to 
100 delegates attending the seminar which will provide not only a significant opportunity for debate 
around the key issues facing the knowledge and learning industry but also an opportunity through 
which ELIG can engage with users within the learning community. 

eLearning Africa 2009 

As part of the recently announced partnership between ICWE and ELIG, ELIG has participated in this 
most important e-learning conference and exhibition on the African Continent. A number of ELIG 
members were present (Young Digital Planet/Sanoma WSOY, Intel, Emerald Group Publishing, Fronter, 
ECDL via ICDL Africa). Contact was made with a number of non-members who have shown interest in 
joining ELIG.  ICWE has provided ELIG with a complimentary stand for this first experience. 

According to Richard Straub, the most striking experience in this conference was the enthusiasm and 
overwhelming desire to use advanced learning technology in order to catch up with the West; eLearning 
is seen as a key opportunity for economic and social development. The other striking experience was 
the evidence of a well educated, young population in Senegal (unlike in many other African Countries) 
full of aspiration to engage in meaningful work.  

Rebecca Stomeyer, Managing Director of ICWE said that they had become “infected” by the fascination 
with Africa and have decided to establish a subsidiary in the continent with the objective of a long term 
engagement. 

Since a number of ELIG members were already active in the region, and ELIG has been active in 
Northern Africa and the Middle East before, we believe that Africa is a “natural” extension of our 
activities. However, we’ll explore this in the fall with our members. If you have any comments please let 
Matty Smith know (matty.smith@elig.org).  
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ELIG participation in the Learnovation debate 

A number of ELIG members participated in the Learnovation Open Forum on “Removing the barriers to 
creativity and innovation” in Brussels on the 27th May. These included ELSEVIER, PAU Education and 
Emerald. The forum was opened by the European Commission’s Director General for Education, 
Training, Culture and Youth Ms. Odile Quintin and Portugal’s former Minister of Education Mr. Roberto 
Carneiro and resulted in lively debates throughout the day. ELIG members contributed to the breakout-
sessions and the afternoon plenary panel that brought together, in addition to ELIG, different 
stakeholders of the European learning debate including Maruja Gutierrez-Diaz, the head of the EC Unit 
on Innovation and Transversal Policies. The meeting showed a wide consensus on the potentials of next 
generation learning approaches (e.g. using social technologies, new interactive media and informal 
learning) and ELIG members specifically highlighted the industrial challenges and current European 
structural hurdles connected to this – in particular relating to viable business models, preservation of 
intellectual property and innovation transfer mechanisms.   

ELIG continues to be involved with the consolidation of recommendations from the Learnovation 
Roundtable Initiative that will be documented in the proceedings of the Forum. 

ELIP Public Policy Activity 

Building on good collaboration within the Learnovation Forum, ELIG has joined the submission of a 
proposal to the European Commission on creating an “Alliance for Learning, Innovation and Creativity in 
Europe”.  

Further to this, the PPG is active in the preparation of the European eSkills week (planned for March 
2010). This will include activities in multiple European Countries to highlight learning possibilities 
around the European ICT industry. The eSkills Initiative is supported by the European Commission’s 
General Directorate for Enterprise and Industry.  

In the current economic crisis situation, public sector investments and in particular the economic 
stimulation programs provide important opportunities for the industry. The shift of actual and further 
stimulus investments to learning and education is a topic of current political debate and the PPG is 
working on an overview of European approaches and a policy paper on this topic to be presented at the 
OnlineEduca Pre-Workshop. 

Learning research policy is also moving into focus with the PPG; included within the up-coming survey 
amongst ELIG members will be information about current research projects and proposal activities that 
might be further supported by ELIG public policy activities. This relates in particular to FP7 and LLP 
projects and the upcoming FP7 call 5 as well as to the planned dedicated call on Future Internet Topics 
in 2010. 

Finally, the PPG is engaged in planning ELIG participation in events for the second half of the year 
including the Thinking across disciplines conference in Brussels organized by the European Policy Center 
and the Danish National Agency for Science Technology and Innovation as well as the MindTrek 
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(http://www.mindtrek.org/2009/) conference in Tampere, Finland – one of the leading European Events on 
Web 2.0 and Social Media. 

Other ELIG Activity 

ELIG was represented at both the EDEN 2009 Conference, in Gdansk, as well as at the TAIEX Conference 
in Cairo. Summaries of key points from these two events will be presented in the next Newsletter 

2. Outlook and Opportunities 

Online Educa Berlin 2009. 

Members are reminded of the special rates offered to ELIG members attending Online Educa itself (see 
last May Newsletter at http://www.elig.org/node/15). ELIG member, Fronter, is Platinum Sponsor for Online 
Educa Berlin 2009, with other ELIG members, digital publishing and Blackboard, amongst the 
Conference Sponsors. Please let us know if you are planning to attend the event (matty.smith@elig.org).  

3. General information of interest to ELIG members 

Calendar 

The International Conference on the Potential of ePortfolios in Higher Education. July 2nd 2009. 
Vienna, Austria. The focus of this conference is on strategies for E-Portfolio implementations at 
Universities and its implications for Lifelong Learning. More information at http://www.eportfolio09.at/.    

UNESCO World Conference on Higher Education.  July 5th – 8th, 2009. Paris, France. The findings of the 
M-2009 World Conference will be brought to the UNESCO World Conference on Higher Education in 
Paris in July of this year. Representatives of UNESCO including the organizers of the UNESCO World 
Conference will attend in Maastricht personally. Website: http://www.unesco.org/en/wche2009/  

Association for Learning Technology Conference ALT-C: “In dreams begins responsibility”. September 
8th – 10th, 2009. Manchester, UK. Learning technologies and learning technologists are now at the heart 
of modern learning, and yet our community still faces many challenges. ALT-C 2009 will provide a broad 
forum for practitioners, researchers and policy-makers from all sectors to explore, reflect, and learn. 
ALT-C website at http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2009/index.html  

ICL 2009: Interactive Computer Aided Learning. September 23rd – 25th, 2009. Villach, Austria. This 
important annual conference will be exploring the major topics facing the using of technology in 
support of learning. ELIG Executive Committee Member, Diem Ho, will be providing a keynote address. 

EC-TEL 2009: Fourth European Conference on Technology Enhanced Learning, "Learning in the 
Synergy of Multiple Disciplines". September 29th - October 2nd, 2009. Nice, France. ECTEL 2009 aims 
to bring together new technological developments and learning models. The conference will explore 
how the synergy of multiple disciplines, ranging from Computer Science, Education, Psychology, 



 

5 

 

ELIG Newsletter: June 2009 

Cognitive Science, and Social Science, can provide new, more effective and more sustainable, 
technology-enhanced learning solutions. The conference welcomes researchers from European and 
Non-European countries and industries to present recent advancements from technologies, 
applications, and learning models in all areas of technology enhanced learning. More details at 
http://www.ectel09.org/.  

World of Learning Conference & Exhibition. September 30th & October 1st, 2009. NEC Birmingham, UK.  
The World of Learning Conference is an essential two-day event for all L&D professionals. You will come 
away with genuine and inspiring solutions for your day-to-day and long-term business learning 
objectives. The conference programme features high profile learning experts and case studies, including 
Rolls-Royce, Sony Electronics Europe and the BBC. Website: http://www.learnevents.com/  

The International Conference on Mobility, Individualisation, Socialisation and Connectivity (MISC 
2009) November 26th -27th, 2009. City University, London, UK. The MISC Conference is about exploring 
the current changes in technologies and practices towards individualisation and socialisation through 
connectivity and mobile technology in a perspective of lifelong learning. More details at 
http://www.miscforum.eu/.  

Online Educa Berlin. December 2nd - 4th, 2009. Berlin, Germany.  Innovate, Share, Succeed – is the 
theme of OEB09. This year’s agenda will be about learning innovations, expertise and the great ideas 
that will lead organisation, companies and academic institutions to success. The OEB website is 
http://www.online-educa.com/en. 

Information and Resources 

Robin Mason, one of UK’s leading learning technology researchers, has died after a short illness. The 
learning technology community both in the UK and around the world was saddened to hear of the 
recent death of Robin Mason, Professor of Educational Technology at the Open University, in the UK.  
Professor Mason, who died after a short illness, was an outstanding specialist in the research and 
practice of online teaching and learning. She was one of the early pioneers in developing the medium of 
computer conferencing for distance education and completed her PhD – one of the very first in the 
subject – in 1989. A memorial Page for Robin can be found at http://iet-public-wiki.open.ac.uk/index.php/Robin.  

ELIG member, Giunti Labs, wins two awards at prestigious IMS Learning Impact Awards. Giunti Labs 
has won ’Gold’ and 'Best in Category' award at the IMS Learning Impact Awards (LIAs), the world's 
annual competition for the high impact use of technology to support and enhance learning. Organised 
by the IMS Global Learning Consortium (IMS GLC), the LIAs recognise use of technology to improve 
learning across all education segments and in all regions of the world. More details of the Giunti Labs 
winning applications can be found at http://www.giuntilabs.com/info.php?vvu=15&pud=582 and of the IMS 
awards at http://www.imsglobal.org/learningimpact2009/awards.html. 

Contact: If you have inputs or questions please contact the ELIG Team:  
For questions & suggestions relating to the ELIG Working Groups & Newsletter – Matty Smith (matty.smith@elig.org)  
For Policy related inputs & suggestions – Elmar Husmann (huselmar@de.ibm.com)  
For general items – Richard Straub (straubr@fr.ibm.com) 


