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Le Roi est mort; 

vive le Roi!
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We hear all the time é

ÁRSS is the next killer app

ÁSocial networks are todayõs big thing

ÁSocial applications are tomorrowõs big 

thing

ÁSecondLifeis revolutionising learning

ÁPodcastshave replaced lectures

ÁBlogs, social bookmarkingand wikishave 

overturned traditional publishing models

ÁòShift happensó
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And yet é

ÁPeople are still buying books

ÁKids are still going to school

ÁPeople are still building 

schools/libraries/ôlearning centresõ
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So what does that mean for the future of learning?

Á It all depends on who you ask

ÁAnd when you ask them

Á If you asked teachers back in the 1970s* 

how they would use technology in future 

to support teaching, they said

ÁAudio cassettes

ÁComputers

*Lister 1975, The School of the Future: Education in the Year 2000
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If you ask Web 2.0 gurus

Á Communication

Á Interactivity

Á Interoperability

Á SecondLife

Á Pageflakes

Á Twitter

Á YouTube

Á Wikipedia

Á Wisdom of the crowd

Á Word is flat

Á Tipping points

SecondLifeïnote classroom metaphor
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If you ask lecturers

Á ICT/VLEs supporting classroom practice, 

submission of assignments, test prep

ÁExtending learning

ÁGenerating student-centred opportunities

ÁCollaborative learning/experiential 

learning
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And if you ask publishers

ÁBuilding from textbooks

ÁEnhancing and extending the offering

ÁAdded-value embedded multimedia

ÁSearchability

Á Interactivity

ÁLeveraging brand equity
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And if you ask students é

Image from Sheehy et al (2008) óHow is technology seen in young peopleôs visions of future education systems?ô Learning, Media and Technology, 

33:2


